
Minutes of the Renville County Soil & Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors regular 
meeting held on Thursday, November 13, 2014 at the Ag Services Building in Olivia. 
 
Present: Kathryn K Kelly    Absent:  Marc Iverson 
  Mark Koenig 
  Kevin Kokesch 
  Jim Hebrink 
 
Also Present:  Area 6 MASWCD Director, Mark Schnobrich; Supervisor elect, Terrylee Ness;  County 
Commissioner John Stahl; and staff Tom Kalahar, Ryan Clark, Trenton Brenny & Karen Flom. 
 
Meeting was called to order by Chair, Kathryn Kelly at 7:30 a.m. and opened with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
MSC (Kevin Mark) to approve the minutes of the October 9, 2014 regular meeting. 
 
MSC (Mark, Jim) to approve the October Treasurer’s Report subject to audit and the October bills as 
presented. 
 
Personnel Committee Report:  Kathryn reported that the committee had reviewed the application for 
the District Manager job and that she and Ryan Clark conducted an interview.  MSC (Kathryn, Mark) to 
approve hiring of Karen Flom as District Manager with the conditions documented previously.   
 
Mark Schnobrich introduced himself and talked about the MASWCD Area Association structure and 
upcoming events.  He indicated that he is planning to visit each of the 11 SWCD Board meetings in his 
area. 
 
Staff Reports: 
Karen reported the draft of the Personnel Policies has gone through another draft.  She will contact 
David Torgelson to review it before the full board is asked to vote on adoption.   
BWSR Academy was well attended and contained excellent sessions at a reasonable cost.   
Karen & Kathryn made a change to Direct Deposit payroll beginning with the first payroll in November 
Cost is minimal. 
Karen submitted an RFP to the Minnesota Conservation Corps for a 2015 summer intern. 
The December meeting was discussed and it was agreed that elected officials would be invited and the 
meeting would be held at The Masters Coffee Shop. 
 
Tom reported that he has been working with easement owners on wetland restoration repair, tree 
removal and fire breaks for spring burns.  As CREP easements come out of CRP, he expects even more 
interest in haying and grazing as management tools. 
The 2014 Feedlot Program inspection requirements have been completed with no serious problems 
discovered. 



Tom has been working with the TNC and USFWS on tree removal on a private site. 
Tom was elected to the Olivia City Council. 
 
Trent reported that he attended the Hawk Creek Watershed meeting in Willmar.  He also attended a 
grazing workshop lead by Lance Smith of the NRCS.  He attended BWSR Academy and attended all the 
sessions pertaining to the RIM program.  There is a good chance there will be a RIM Wetlands sign up 
within the next year which will replace the RIM/WRP program. 
Trent is working on revisions to CRP contracts and also working on easement processing.  He’s been 
sending out quotes to interested landowners.  All the CCRP contracts from the last sign up were 
approved and a new sign up has begun with limited acres.  No news on the next RIM buffer sign up or on 
a General CRP sign up.   
 
Ryan Clark reported that there were no new WCA applications this month.   
A cost-share project has been completed but invoices have not been received.  Ryan will present the 
project for final approval and payment once all the costs have been determined.   
Ryan has been processing well sealing applications for the County Local Water Management program. 
Ryan attended Leadership training in Duluth and the BWSR Academy this month. 
There is state Cost-Share money available if supervisors are aware of projects. 
 
The meeting was adjourned.  
 
 Larry Zupke and SWCD staff conducted a tour of the Limbo Creek area. 
 
 
 


