
Minutes of the Renville County Soil & Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors held on 
Thursday, April 10, 2014 at the Ag Services Building in Olivia MN. 
 
Present: Kathryn K. Kelly 
  Kevin Kokesch 
  Marc Iverson 
  Jim Hebrink 
  Mark Koenig 
 
Also present: John Stahl, County Board; Jeff Kjorness, NRCS District Conservationist; Tom Kalahar, 
Ryan Clark, Trent Brenny, Chris Gehrig & Karen Flom, staff. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Chair Kathryn Kelly and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MSC (Marc, Kevin) to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2014 regular meeting 
 
MSC (Mark, Jim) to approve the March 2014 Treasurer’s Report subject to audit and the March Bills as 
presented. 
 
Karen reported that Michael Peterson, CPA had submitted a bid to do the Renville County Audit for the 
period ending December 31, 2013.  MSC (Marc, Mark) to approve entering into a contract with Michael 
Peterson for auditing services. 
 
Staff Reports: 
Karen Flom reported that she updated her accounting software.  The SWCD website meets BWSR 
criteria.  She assisted with prep for the Fort Ridgley Creek Watershed meeting.  The MCIT Risk 
Assessment and 2015 Payroll Estimate reports have been submitted to MCIT.  All quarterly financial 
reports are done. 
After meeting with Kathryn, she posted the engineering tech job.   
Karen informed the Supervisors that Renville County will plan on having a presentation on the Employee 
Assistance Program and will invite the SWCD staff & supervisors.  Also, the SW/WC has contracted with 
an HR firm and they are available for all the coop members to use if they have HR questions.   
 
Tom Kalahar reported that he’s been working with Nongovernment Organizations (NGO) on Legislation 
to repeal the Conservation Easement Valuation tax.  He’s been working on general file maintenance and 
working with the Farm Bill staff on buffer easements.  So far no movement on the bonding bill in the 
legislature. 
Tom reported that he completed 12 feedlot inspections this month.   
Tom gave a summary of the meeting with County Commissioner Bob Fox and Renville County Ditch 
Inspector, Larry Zupke regarding possible projects in the Ft. Ridgley Creek Watershed.    Tom also 
reported that the Limbo Creek RFP is complete and was sent to LCCMR for consideration.  A copy was 
available to the Supervisors. 
 
Ryan Clark expanded on the Fort Ridgley Creek issues and handed out folders to Supervisors so they 
would have copies of the information the staff shared with Bob Fox & Larry Zupke at the recent meeting.  
He also indicated that there may be opportunities to pursue grant funding for some projects in the 
watershed.  The County will be the lead in the project and they do have a few landowners interested in 



participating in programs.  Ryan sent maps and landowner names and addresses for potential grade 
stabilization, sediment basins, and restorable wetland sites within the watershed.  He also has Trent & 
Chris working on buffer quotes for every ditch in the watershed. 
Ryan gave more detail about the LCCMR application for the Limbo Creek monitoring project. 
There have been some WCA phone calls and questions from both landowners and contractors.  Ryan did 
a site visit to the John Smith violation site. 
Only $2,740 remains of the FY14 State Cost-Share money but he does have some projects in mind and 
will be doing site visits as soon as weather permits.   
Progress is being made on the BBR which is due in early May.  This includes requesting competitive 
funds for projects. 
Two mining reclamations were approved  this month. 
Ryan attended the Legislative Day at the Capitol event.  He also attended the Area 6 MASWCD meeting,  
a MN Erosion Control Association training and an NRCS Wetland Restoration Webinar.   
 
Trenton Brenny reported on training and meetings including continuous updates to the new Toolkit.  He 
attended the Prairie Plan meeting, a ravine workshop in Mankato and a RIM update teleconference. 
Trent continues to work on easement applications and on processing current easements.  He’s been 
sending out quotes to interested landowners and also “cold” quotes.  Funding for the July 1 sign-up is 
still in limbo as the legislature is still in session.  Trent reported that rules have not been published for 
CRP either so staff are currently sending quotes and visiting with landowners but no sign-up has been 
announced.  He reported that there is $5 million allocated for specific grassland projects dealing with 
expiring CRP.  Applications must be submitted by July 1st.  
 
Chris Gehrig reported that he also attended the Prairie Plan meeting in Redwood Falls.  Chris has also 
been working with all the Toolkit updates and changes to create new Conservation Plans.   
Chris has been preparing quotes and estimates for CRP and RIM for Fort Ridgley Watershed.  He’s 
working with landowners who will be doing mid-contract management activities on their CRP this year.  
Chris reported that the RIM Buffer article for the County Messenger will be in the July issue as there 
wasn’t room in the recently published Messenger.   
 
NRCS Report:  Jeff Kjorness, District Conservationist 
Ryan Allen joined the meeting briefly.   
Jeff reported that the Farm Bill rules are being rewritten for EQIP.  No word yet on when the Field 
Offices will be able to rank and fund new applications.  Currently staff are working with engineers to get 
designs completed so we have a shovel ready project once ranking and funding commence.   
The ranking of new CSP applications begins on April 21st and ends May 30th. 
Jeff attended the Area 6 MASWCD meeting in St. James.  He also attended the soil health partnership 
meeting in Sleepy Eye, contracting training and a cover crop symposium in St. Cloud. 
 
Board Reports: 
Marc Iverson reported that he had a meeting with Sara Folsted regarding the Fort Ridgley issues. 
Mark Koenig attended the TSA meeting in Mankato. 
Jim & Kevin did not have a report. 
Kathryn reported that the Personnel Committee met.  She’s been appointed to the BWSR Board and she 
will be having orientation on April 22nd & 23nd.  She attended the SW/WC meeting. 
 



Farm Bill Assistance Grant Application.  There was discussion regarding the anticipated workload for 
the Farm Bill Techs due to changes to the Farm Bill and the questionable RIM funding in the State of 
Minnesota Bonding Bill.   MS (Kathryn, Mark) to proceed with only one Farm Bill Tech position for 
FY15.  Motion carried unanimously.   Per recommendation of the Personnel Committee, Chris Gehrig 
will be notified that his position is being terminated June 30, 2014 due to the fact he was the last hired. 
 
The possibility of a District Manager position was discussed.  Karen & the Personnel Committee were 
asked to write a Renville County SWCD District Manager Job Description and to have it available to the 
full board before the May meeting. 
 
Kathryn declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 

Next meeting is May 8, 2014 
 
 
 
  


